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seemed to me one hopeful factor in the situation: the
big commercial interests would be doing their best
to put pressure on the Government, and break the
blockade.
"How much longer can it last?" wailed the
manager. "I hear that the troops are withdrawing
from the front; and then again, that some of them
refuse to withdraw. People say that Yang Hu-cheng
will fight with the Tungpei troops; if the fighting
starts here in Sian, what will become of all of us?"
But many indications pointed to a peaceful settle-
ment. Yu Hsueh-chung, who had been in command
in Kansu, and was probably, after Chang Hsueh-
Hang, the most influential of the Tungpei generals,
had arrived in Sian, and was staying in the head-
quarters of Yang Hu-cheng. On the morning of
February 2nd, the North-western National Salvation
union issued a manifesto on the peace negotiations.
It was strongly against civil war, and deprecated any
efforts on the part of either side to gain special
advantages in the settlement. The appearance of this
manifesto was regarded as a first announcement that
an agreement had actually been reached.
But that very day came a most dramatic inter-
vention.
I had gone out in search of news, but no one was
at home, Miao had vanished beyond recall. The news-
paper offices were almost deserted* Even Liu had
disappeared. There was a new tension in the streets;
every second shop had its shutters up, for by that
uncanny anticipation of danger that sometimes runs
through a Chinese city, they seemed to have been
warned that there was trouble in the wind- The